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Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

 

Grade 5th Grade 

Unit of Study 1 
Pacing 5-7 weeks 

Unit Overview   In this unit, students will focus on reading literature and 

composing narrative pieces. By the completion of this unit, 

students should have a better understanding of how to identify 

and analyze theme, and identify the meaning of words and 

phrases within the text. Additionally, students should understand 

how to create engaging narrative pieces that develop real or 

imagined experiences using effective technique, descriptive 

details and clear event sequences. After working on a variety of 

activities, the unit will culminate in a final product which asks 

students to create a narrative using the skills taught over the 

course of the unit. By the end of this unit, students will have 

completed a core requirement for their writing portfolio (W.5.3).  
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UNIT 1 STANDARDS 

 
PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature: 

RL5.1 
Quote accurately from a text, and make relevant connections when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from 
the text.  

 
RL.5.2 
Determine the key details in a story, drama or poem to identify he theme 
and to summarize the text.  
 

Reading Informational: 
           RI.5.1  
           Quote accurately from the text and make relevant connections when explaining  
           what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
            RI.5.2 
            Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported      
            by key details; summarize the text. 
 
 
Writing 
 
            W.5.3 
            Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using  
            effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
 

W.5.3.b 
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to 
develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to 
situations. 

 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature  

RL.5.5 
Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the 
overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.  
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RL.5.6 
Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are 
described.  

 
RL.5.10 
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity (see Appendix A) or above, 
with scaffolding as needed.    
 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.5.8 
Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in 
a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s).  

 
 
Foundational Skills 

RF.5.3 
Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.  

a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

RF.5.4 
Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  

b.  Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, 
and expression. 
c.  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as necessary. 

 
 
 
Writing 

 
W.5.3.a.   
Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.  

 
            W.5.3.c.   
            Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the  
            sequence of events. 
 
            W.5.3.d.   
            Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey  
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            experiences and events precisely.  
 
            W.5.3.e.   

            Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.  

 

W.5.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   

W.5.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 

Speaking And Listening 

SL.5.1 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

a.  Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information 
known about the topic to explore ideas under discussions. 
b.  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.  
c.  Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that 
contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others.  
d.  Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of 
information and knowledge gained from the discussions.  

Language 
L.5.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 
both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and phrases.  
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L.5.5 
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

c. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g.,synonyms, 
antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words. 

 

 

“UNWRAPPED” District Power Standards 

DISTRICT POWER STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature: 

RL.5.1 
QUOTE accurately from a text, and MAKE relevant connections when 
EXPLAINING what the text says explicitly and when DRAWING inferences from 
the text.  

 
RL.5.2 
DETERMINE the key details in a story, drama, or poem to IDENTIFY the theme 
and to SUMMARIZE the text.    

 
Writing 

W.5.3.b 
USE narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to 
DEVELOP experiences and events or SHOW the responses of characters to 
situations. 
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“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.5.1 

QUOTE 

 

MAKE 

 

EXPLAINING 

 

DRAWING 

accurately from a text 
 
relevant connections 
 
 
what text says explicitly 
 
inference 

 
1, 2, 3 

  Students Know: 

● A quote is a word, phrase, sentence, or paragraph taken directly from the text. 
● Explicit information is stated directly in the text. 
● Inference is implied in the text through clues, but is not explicitly stated in the 

text.  

  Students Can: 

● Summarize what the text says, citing evidence from the text and incorporating a 
relevant quote. 

● Draw inferences from a text, citing evidence from the text and incorporating a 
relevant quote.  

● Justify their choice of quote and how it supports their explanation of the text.  

POWER STANDARD: RL.5.2 

DETERMINE 
 

      
     SUMMARIZE 

Key details 

 In a story, drama, or poem 
 
the text 

3 
 
 
2 

Students Know: 

● A theme is the central idea or underlying message of the text.  
● The theme of a story is woven all the way through a story, drama, or poem. 
● Characters actions, interactions, and motivations all reflect the theme. 
● A theme is usually not stated directly in the text, but must be inferred from details 

in the text. 
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● A character's response to challenges (actions/reactions) supports the overall 
theme of a story, drama, or poem. 

● A speaker addresses a particular subject that contributes to the theme. 
● Stories, dramas, and poems may or may not have more than one theme or 

central idea. 
● A summary contains only the most important details from the text.  

  Students Can: 

● Determine the theme/themes of the text using details from the text to support 
their thinking. 

● Analyze how a character's response to challenges in a text impacts the theme of 
a story, drama, or poem. 

● Analyze how a speaker's reflection upon a topic impacts the theme.   
● Write a summary using details from the text. 

 

POWER STANDARD: W.5.3 

USE 
 
DEVELOP 
 

     SHOW 

Narrative technique 
 
Experiences and events 
 
Responses of characters 

2-4 

  Students Know: 

● Audience and purpose determine the form in a narrative. 
● Interactions between characters helps the progression of the sequence of 

events. 
● Several techniques can be used to develop characters in a narrative. 
● Figurative language and effective techniques help writers engage their audience 

in their narratives. 

  Students Can: 

● Logically create interactions between characters in a narrative. 
● Demonstrate both audience and purpose in choosing the characters, audience, 

and sequential order in a narrative. 
● Demonstrate multiple techniques to develop characters in their narratives (e.g. 

own character's actions, dialogue, other character's thoughts and actions). 
● Compose a narrative that engages their audience through effective techniques, 

character interactions, and figurative language. 
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● Synthesize figurative language and events to engage the audience in their 
narratives. 

 
 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

 

● cite 
● evidence 
● connections 
● explicit information 
● inference 
● quote 
● summary 
● drama 
● inference/infer 
● summarize/summary 
● theme 
● effective techniques 
● engages 
● narrative elements 
● synthesize 
● concrete details  
● define/definition  
● examples  
● fact  
● quotation  
● relevant  

 

 

 

 

● chapter 
● components 
● drama 
● structure 
● perspective 
● point of view 
● speaker 
● antonym 
● homograph 
● synonym 
● word choice 
● audience 
● drafting 
● organization 
● prewriting 
● publishing 
● proofreading 
● purpose 
● revising 
● task 
● topic sentence 
● audience  
● purpose  
● task 
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Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

Why is it important to quote text 

accurately? 

 

How do authors convey themes? 

 

 

 

How do you write an effective 

narrative? 

 

Quoting from a text can aid in explaining 
text and drawing inferences. 
 
Authors can convey the themes through 
how characters respond to challenges or 
how a speaker reflects upon a topic. 
 
Authors write effective narratives using 
techniques such as dialogue, description, 
and pacing to develop experiences and 
events and characters’ responses. 

 

Unit Assessments 
 

Pre-Assessment 
Plainfield Public Schools Unit Assessment 

 
Post-Assessment 

 

 
Unit Assessment 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 
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Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
See Unit Assessment Planner 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Engaging Scenario 

 
Your class has just received some exciting news! The Plainfield Public Library is creating 
a section in the library dedicated to intermediate-aged students.  
 
In honor of this new section they plan on having an unveiling party titled, “Bringing Books 
to Life.” The library is looking for talented students to perform skits based on a book they 
read. The students in your class will have the opportunity to audition for the event. 
Each skit performed will be featured on the local cable channel for Plainfield. This is your 
big chance to become a local celebrity! Are you up for the challenge? 
 
 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 

Task 1:  Dialectical Journal 
Read a narrative of your choice and record information in your dialectical journal. 

 
 

Task 2:  Post-It Summary 
Using post-its you will determine the theme of the story you read and key ideas that  

              support  the theme you chose. You will arrange the post-its according to their           
importance and write a summary that supports the theme selected. 
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Task 3:  Inside/Outside Story 
Write the story from the characters point of view. 

 
 

Task 4:  Presentation. 
Create a presentation based on your story. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

 

Power Standards:RL.5.1, RL.5.2 

 
Additional Standards:  RL.5.4,RL.5.5, RL.5.6,  
 

Note to teacher: The book selection for this unit should have rich characters and a well-developed 
plot. Book selection is critical to ensuring students have sufficient content to respond to and think 
about. 

Journaling pushes students to consider the material they are reading more deeply, and to 
construct their own meaning from the text.  It can also help students clarify plot details and the 
significance of specific events in a story. Reading student journals will give you some insight into 
what your students are getting from the literature and what they have trouble with. 

 
 
Task 1 Detailed –Keep a Dialectical Journal 
 

Student Directions: 
 
Select a narrative book to read or one your teachers provides to you. You will keep 
your journal next to you as you read and will be using a dialectical journal throughout 
your reading.  

 
Set up the journal by creating a two-column table. (see sample) 

The left column will be used to record passages from the book or direct quotations 
from the reading.  
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How do you choose what passages to write down?  
Passages may be important if: 

✓ Details in the passage seem important to you. 
✓ You have an “aha” moment! 
✓ You learn something significant about a character. 
✓ You agree or disagree with something a character says or does. 
✓ You find an interesting or potentially significant quotation. 
✓ You notice effective use of literary devices. 
✓ You think that the passage contributes to or reveals a theme in 

the novel. 
 
 

The right columnis used for commenting on the insights recorded in the left 
column. Personal reactions to the notes on the left go here. The comments on the 
right may include:  

✓ Give your personal reactions to the passage, characters, or 
the situation. 

✓ What the passage prompts in thinking or memory associations 
✓ Feelings toward the author’s words 
✓ Words or passages not understood 
✓ Questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text  
✓  agree or disagree with the author’s point(s) or a character’s 

action 
✓ Write about what it makes you think or feel 
✓ Argue with or speak to the characters or author. 

 
As you take notes in your journal, you should regularly reread the previous pages of notes 
and comments; you may even want to draw connections in a right-column summary 
before starting another page of the journal.  
 
Sample from Hatchet 

Passages and quotes from the 
book 

Page 
# 

Your thoughts, comments and 
questions related to the 
paragraphs and quotes 

 
“ Thanks. It’s really nice.’ But the words  
sounded hollow, even to Brian.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
p.. 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Why does Brian feel that way about 

getting a hatchet from his Mom? If 

the words sound hollow to Brian, he 

must not mean it. Why is he mad at 

his Mom?  
(question sample) 
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“No roads, no trails, no clearings. Just the 

lakes, and it came to him that he would 

have to use a lake for landing. If he went 

down into the trees he was certain to die.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
p.23 

I can’t imagine keeping my cool in a 

situation like this. I’d be on my cell 

phone, freaking out & he’s trying to 

land the plane! I guess it’s important 

to keep your cool in a crisis.  
(Reaction to text sample) 
 

 
   

 

Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 1 

● Create a “How Good Reader’s Read” anchor chart. 

● Provide graphic organizers for students to write their questions and then record 

details, examples and quotes. 

● Have students respond to their reading and their thinking about text.  This could be 

accomplished in response journals or notebooks. 

● Provide graphic organizers for students to write their questions and then record 

details, examples and quotes. 

● Choose texts to read aloud and plan where you will model inferring.  Think aloud 

how you make inferences and tie these inferences back to specific words and 

phrases in the text. 

Formative Assessments 

● Conference 

● Completed journal 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

4 3 2 1 

 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

  
□ Responses 

showed an 

exceptionally high 

level of thinking 

linked to the text 

 

 Points out significant 
connections, insights, 
and questions that 
are well developed 
and supported by text 
evidence. 

 Justified the choice of 
quote and how it 
supports an 
explanation of the text 

 Quoted accurately 
from the text 

 Determined two or 
more main ideas of 
the text 

 Reflected on 
relationships or 
interactions between 
characters, events, 
ideas, or concepts in 
the text. 

Meets 3-4 of 

the “Proficient” 

criteria 

 Meets fewer than 
3 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments 
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Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #1 
21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

✓ Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

 X  Other: 

SL.5.1 
 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task: 
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√Curiosity and Imagination 

√Innovation and Creativity 

√Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 

√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standards:RL.5.2 
 
Additional Standards: RL.5.5, RL.5.6, W.3c-d,W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.6, W.5.9, SL.5.1, SL.5.2, 
SL.5.5, L.5.1, L.5.2,  
 
Note to the teacher: Prior to having students complete this task, mini-lessons on themes must be 
taught. Additionally, lessons on summarizing, including transitional words and phrases should be 
taught. Summarizing teaches students how to discern the most important ideas in a text, how to 
ignore irrelevant information, and how to integrate the central ideas in a meaningful way. Teaching 
students to summarize improves their memory for what is read.Please see the resource section 
and Lessons to Support Tasks at the end of this unit for some lesson ideas. 
 
Task 2:  Post-It Summary 
 

● Read your response journals and individually or with a group determine the theme 
of the story. What details in the story make you think this is the theme? Some 
stories may have more than one theme, but what theme stands out to you? 

● Next, think about the main character(s) in the book your read. How did they 
respond to the challenges in the story? 

● Write the title of the story at the top of a piece of paper and think about the most 
important events that happened in the story. Write each event on a post-it and 
place it under the title. Once you have 6-12 post-its, individually or with a group, 
rearrange them in an order that would help you summarize the story. 

● Write a summary of the story and use transitional phrases to help your summary 
have a logical order. Mention the theme of the story in your summary. 

● Read your summary to a partner or to your group. 
 
Students may opt to use a computer instead of post-its. They would create text boxes for 
the key details and rearrange the boxes on the screen. Summaries may be typed on a 
computer. 
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Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 2 

● Create a “Summarizing Do and Don’ts” Anchor Chart. 

● Create a sample summary. 

● Model for students how to code specific details in the text that support the central 

idea or theme. 

● Keep a classroom chart of themes that students discover in texts (with love and 

understanding, families can overcome loss; accept who you are; bullies lose out; 

perseverance pays off, and so on). 

● Have students use two different colored highlighters to code where information in 

the text is answered literally or explicitly and another color to show where it’s 

answered inferentially. 

● Model how to complete a plot map as a shared writing activity, 

● Create a shared summary with the class.  Include an opening statement, key 

details in chronological order from the text, and a conclusion.  Post on chart paper 

for students to refer to. 

● Teach several lessons on correct use of transitional words and phrases. 

● Model explaining the story by writing a summary.  Refer back to text to “lift” specific 

words, phrases, or sentences and embed theses into the explanation. 

● Have students write their own summaries, highlighting where they used specific 

details and examples from the text. 

 

Formative Assessments 

● Conferences 

● Completed graphic organizer 

● Completed summaries 

● Theme identification 
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Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 

 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

□ Summary 

showed an 

exceptionally 

high level of 

thinking linked to 

the text 

 

 Wrote a 
summary 

 Included the 
theme in the 
summary 

 Identified 
several 
important events 
in the summary 

 Used transitional 
words. 

 Provides a 
conclusion 

 Demonstrates 
correct use of 
language and 
conventions 
 

 Meets 4-5 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 4 
of the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections  
Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 

✓ Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

X  Technology/multimedia 

      N.J.C.C.C.S. Technology 

Standards: 

      8.1.5..A.2 Format a document 

using a word processing application 

to enhance text and include 

graphics, symbols and/or pictures. 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

 X  Other: 

SL.5.1 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

√  Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√   Curiosity and Imagination 
√   Innovation and Creativity  
√   Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑  Flexibility and Adaptability 

√  Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√    Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑  Other 
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Performance Task # 3 
In Detail 

Power Standards: W.5.3 
 
Additional Standards: W.5.4, W.5.10, L.5.4, L.5.5 
 
 
Task 3 Detailed: 
 
Inside/Outside Story. Write the short narrative from the character’s point of view 
addressing the reader. The character from the story will “pop” out of the book and write a 
letter to the reader (you). The character will give you the “scoop” on the events in the story 
and describe their feelings and thoughts as events unfolded throughout the story. 
 

 
● Choose a character 
● Select a conflict or challenge that your character experienced. 
● Using the voice of the character write a letter to the reader. 

 
Your narrative should: 

● Have the character introduce themselves “Hi, my name is Trisha from the 
book _______. Thanks for taking the time to read my story. 
“In the beginning of the story I really felt….” “Do you remember when…?”  
“Can you believe what Charles did in Chapter 2?”  Use text evidence as you 
refer to events. 

● Respond to the events as they unfolded in the story. Think about the 
character traits your character possesses and try to incorporate their voice 
into the writing. 

● Use transition words 
● Use concrete words, and sensory details 
● Use dialogue and descriptions to develop experience and events, as well as 

your characters’ responses to situations 
● Provide a conclusion. You may want to end with the moral of the story or 

lesson the character learned. “I guess money can’t buy happiness. I wouldn’t 
trade my grandpa for all the money in the world!” 
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Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 3 

● Model how to use completed graphic organizer to draft a summary and/or draft a 

writing piece. 

● Review how to write a letter. 

● Have students use graphic organizers or flow charts to monitor how characters 

respond to challenges over the course of a text. 

● Model reading poetry and think aloud how the narrator reflects on the topic.  

Highlight or annotate places in the text where that is supported. 

● Discuss character traits in books read aloud in class.  Have students examine 

character traits in the books they’re reading independently. 

● Help students develop questions that not only portray the character’s physical 

persona but also reveal the character’s personality and motivations within the 

context of the story (inner and outer character traits). 

● Allow students to draw their characters and list specific character traits. 

 

Formative Assessments 

● Conferences 

● Completed letter 

● Completed summary 

● Completed Graphic organizer/flow charts 

● Character trait chart 

● Final draft of story 
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Used 
figurative 
language 

□ Responses 

showed an 

exceptionally 

high level of 

thinking linked 

to the text 

 

 Wrote narrative from 
character’s point of 
view 

 Introduces character 

 Responds to 
challenges or events 
in the story 

 Story has a logical 
sequence 

 Uses transitional 
word or phrases 

 Story is based on 
events in the story  

 Character’s voice is 
evident in the story 

 Uses concrete words 
and sensory details 

 Describes character’s 
responses and 
feelings to situations 

 Provides a conclusion 

 Demonstrates correct 
use of language and 
conventions 

 Meets 9-10 
of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 9 
of the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 
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3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 
 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections  
Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 

 Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

√  Other 

            L.5.4, L.5.5 
 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑  Initiative and Leadership 

√   Curiosity and Imagination 
√   Innovation and Creativity  
√   Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑  Flexibility and Adaptability 

√  Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√   Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task #4 
In Detail 

 
Power Standard: RL.5.2 
Additional Standards: SL 5.1, SL.5.2, SL.5.4, SL.5.5, SL.5.6W.5.4 
 
Task 4 Detailed: 
 
Presentation. In a group, create a skit based on how the character responded to the 
challenges they faced. You may want to complete the skit in a talk-show format or a news 
reporter “Breaking News” skit or a reenactment of a scene in the book. 
 
 

● The skit should include the problem/challenges your character faced and how they 
overcame it. 

● Everyone should have a role 
● Skit should be 5-10 minutes long 
● You may want to use props to add interest to your presentation. 

 
 

Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 4 

● Guide students through the process of creating a story map, or storyboard, or other 

graphic for that allows them to identify, discuss, and arrange the different events or 

scenes in a story. 

● Model how to create a skit with the use of videos. 

 

Formative Assessments 

● Completed story map or storyboard 

● Completed skits 
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Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

❑All 

“Proficient” 

criteria plus: 

❑Used props, 

costumes and 

other visuals 

 

❑Chose a 

narrative piece 

❑Created a skit 

based on the 

characters 

problem 

❑Everyone from 

the group had a 

role 

❑5-10 minutes in 

length 

❑Meets 2-3 of the 

“Proficient” 

criteria 

 

❑Meets fewer than 

2of the “Proficient” 

criteria 

❑Task to be 

repeated after re-

teaching 

❑Comments: 

 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 

✓ Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

 ✔Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

✔  Art/Music/Theater 

 ✔ Other 

     SL.5.1 

     SL.5.4 

     SL.5.5 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task: 
 

✔ Teamwork and Collaboration 

✔  Initiative and Leadership 

❑    Curiosity and Imagination 

✔  Innovation and Creativity 

❑    Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑    Flexibility and Adaptability 

✔  Effective Oral and Written  

       Communication 

❑   Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑   Other 

 

 

Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies for Unit 

21st Century Learning Skills 
For Unit 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

√   Summarizing and Note Taking 

√   Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑ Homework and Practice 

√   Nonlinguistic Representations 

√   Cooperative Learning 

❑ Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

√ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√  Curiosity and Imagination 

√  Innovation and Creativity 

❑  Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑  Flexibility and Adaptability 
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❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

 √   Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

√  Effective Oral and Written Communication 

√ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑Other 

 

 

Instructional Resources and Materials 
 

Physical Technology-Based 

Use any  books in your classroom with 
character conflict, or book recommended 
from the following list: 
 

http://www.greatschools.org/cgi-
bin/showarticle/678 

 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/5t
h-grade-reading-list 

 
 
Comprehension Tool-Kit: 
 
Book-Strategy 4 “Infer Meaning”, Lesson 15 
“Wrap Your Mind Around Big Ideas” 
 
Book-Strategy 6 “Summarize and Synthesize”  
 
 
Wonders Resources: 
 
 
Literature Anthology 
Possible Selections for Narrative stories 
 
Unit 1 
One Hen 10-23 
Second Day Impressions 30-39 
 
Unit 2 
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon 118-131 

 
 

Task 1- Resources for Dialectical Journals 
https://www.madison.k12.al.us/Schools/bhs/Docume
nts/2013%20Summer%20Reading/Pre-
AP%2010%20Dialectical-Journal-Handout.pdf 
 
https://www.ocps.net/lc/west/msr/students/Documen
ts/Dialectical%20Journal%20Assignment%20(2).pdf 
(Journal Guidelines) 
 
http://www.websterschools.org/uploads/LibrarySum
merReading/sample%20dialectical%20journal%20e
ntries%20hatchet.pdf 
(exemplar and non-exemplar journal entries to share 
with students prior to task 1) 
 
 
Task 2- Post-it Summaries 
 
http://www.pinterest.com/emilykraut/summarizing-
theme/ 
(anchor charts for teaching themes) 
 
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/924-determine-the-
theme-of-a-story 
(video to show students on determining themes) 
 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-
teaching/2011/02/helping-students-grasp-themes-
literature 
(theme resources) 
 
http://www.teacher2teacherhelp.com/reading-
strategies/summarizing-mini-lessons-and-practice-
activities/ 
(summary ideas and transition words) 
 

http://www.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/678
http://www.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/678
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/5th-grade-reading-list
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/5th-grade-reading-list
https://www.madison.k12.al.us/Schools/bhs/Documents/2013%20Summer%20Reading/Pre-AP%2010%20Dialectical-Journal-Handout.pdf
https://www.madison.k12.al.us/Schools/bhs/Documents/2013%20Summer%20Reading/Pre-AP%2010%20Dialectical-Journal-Handout.pdf
https://www.madison.k12.al.us/Schools/bhs/Documents/2013%20Summer%20Reading/Pre-AP%2010%20Dialectical-Journal-Handout.pdf
https://www.ocps.net/lc/west/msr/students/Documents/Dialectical%20Journal%20Assignment%20(2).pdf
https://www.ocps.net/lc/west/msr/students/Documents/Dialectical%20Journal%20Assignment%20(2).pdf
http://www.websterschools.org/uploads/LibrarySummerReading/sample%20dialectical%20journal%20entries%20hatchet.pdf
http://www.websterschools.org/uploads/LibrarySummerReading/sample%20dialectical%20journal%20entries%20hatchet.pdf
http://www.websterschools.org/uploads/LibrarySummerReading/sample%20dialectical%20journal%20entries%20hatchet.pdf
http://www.pinterest.com/emilykraut/summarizing-theme/
http://www.pinterest.com/emilykraut/summarizing-theme/
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/924-determine-the-theme-of-a-story
https://learnzillion.com/lessons/924-determine-the-theme-of-a-story
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2011/02/helping-students-grasp-themes-literature
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2011/02/helping-students-grasp-themes-literature
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2011/02/helping-students-grasp-themes-literature
http://www.teacher2teacherhelp.com/reading-strategies/summarizing-mini-lessons-and-practice-activities/
http://www.teacher2teacherhelp.com/reading-strategies/summarizing-mini-lessons-and-practice-activities/
http://www.teacher2teacherhelp.com/reading-strategies/summarizing-mini-lessons-and-practice-activities/
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Blancaflor 156-169 
 
 
 
 
Unit 3 
They Don’t Mean It! 182-193 
 
Weslandia 198-211 
 
Unit 4 
Davy Crockett Saves the World  262-272 
 
Unit 5 
Ida B…and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid 
Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World  346-
357 
 
Bud, Not Buddy  364-376 
 
Unit 6 
The Unbreakable Code 430-445 
 
The Friend Who Changed My Life 450-461 
 
Reading/Writing Workshop Book 
The following units provide shorter stories to 
help teach/model and reinforce the skills  
addressed in this unit: 
 
Unit  1 
Week 1 
Comprehension Skill:Sequence 
Writing: Ideas 
 
Week 2 
Comprehension Skill: Problem and Solution 
Writing: Voice 
 
Unit 3 
Week 1 
Comprehension Skill: Summarize 

 
Task 3 –Inside/Outside Story 
 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-
plan/adding-strong-voice-your-writing 
(lessons on incorporating voice into your writing) 
 
http://www.lcps.org/Page/120620 
(transitional word lists) 
 
Additional resources: 
 

http://www.docstoc.com/docs/69277156/PL
OT-MAP--What-happens-in-the-story 

 
 

http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/5t
h-comprehension.html 

 
 

http://mrswarnerarlington.weebly.co
m/uploads/6/9/0/0/6900648/_charcte

rization.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/adding-strong-voice-your-writing
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/adding-strong-voice-your-writing
http://www.lcps.org/Page/120620
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/69277156/PLOT-MAP--What-happens-in-the-story
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/69277156/PLOT-MAP--What-happens-in-the-story
http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/5th-comprehension.html
http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/5th-comprehension.html
http://mrswarnerarlington.weebly.com/uploads/6/9/0/0/6900648/_charcterization.pdf
http://mrswarnerarlington.weebly.com/uploads/6/9/0/0/6900648/_charcterization.pdf
http://mrswarnerarlington.weebly.com/uploads/6/9/0/0/6900648/_charcterization.pdf
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Writing: Word Choice 
 
Week 2 
Comprehension Skill: Theme 
Writing: Word Choice 
 
 
Unit 6 
Week 1 
Comprehension Skill: Summarize 
Writing: Organization 
Week 2 
Comprehension Skill: Theme 
Writing: Word Choice 
 
Units of Study- Lucy Calkins 
Narrative-Unit 1 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Differentiation 

Strategies 

(Additional Supports 
+ Enrichment) 

Intervention 
Strategies 

(Tiers, 1, 2, 3) 

Specially Designed 
Instruction for 

Special Education 
Students 

Strategies for 
English Language 

Learners 

-Think Alouds 
● Students read text 

aloud. As they read 
they pause to 
discuss what was 
read. 

-Say Something 
● Students read text 

aloud in portions. 
They pause to all 
“say something” 
about the text. 

-Guided Questions 

Tier 1 
-Use Think-Pair-Share 
to give each student an 
opportunity to think 
prior to forming a 
response and to allow 
each student an 
opportunity to share 
ideas 
 
-Use reading partners 
and skilled peer or 

-Review I.E.P. to 
develop specific 
interventions and 
strategies for those 
students with Special 
Needs. 
 
-Below are some 
suggestions: 

● Alter the 
environment to 
provide low-

-Visual Associations: 
● Vocabulary Center 
● Marzano’s 

Vocabulary with 
squares diagram 

● Reread to reinforce 
vocabulary 

-Small group instruction or 
work: 

● Hear thought 
provoking 
questions to 
promote 
interaction. 
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● Who? When? 
Where? What? 
Why? Questions 
asked on the level of 
the students 
understanding.  

 
Enrichment: 

● Pick higher level 
books  

● Choose higher level 
guided questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

adult mentor to provide 
academic support 
 
-Use visuals, charts, 
and models for concept 
reinforcement. 
 
-Provide varied texts or 
supplementary 
materials at different 
levels of reading 
difficulty. 
 
Tier 2 
--Use multimodality 
resources that go 
beyond print: 

● Images 
● Animation 
● Sound/music 
● Performance 

 
-Use frequent 
monitoring to assess 
the progress and non-
progress made by 
students 
 
-Stop often to 
summarize the key 
elements in a lesson. 
 
Tier 3 
-Review task and 
remind students how to 
work collaboratively 
 
-Pause during 
instruction to ask 
questions and check 
students’ levels of 
understanding or any 
misunderstandings of 
content. 
 
-Read, stop, and 
reread to check 
accuracy and clarify 
meaning of text. 

distraction work 
areas. 

● Break 
assignment into 
short, sequential 
steps. 

● Create a safe 
environment for 
learning by 
employing 
effective 
motivational 
techniques. 

 
 

● Do follow up 
activities using 
different formats 
and materials. 

● Use graphic 
organizers. 

● Confer with 

students and have 

them read aloud a 

portion of the text.  

Then stop and 

have them tell you 

what questions 

they have about 

what they’ve read. 

● Have students 

draw pictures to 

reinforce setting, 

characters, and 

plot.  Make certain 

that students 

understand the 

meaning of the 

academic 

vocabulary you’re 

using, such as 

“main character” or 

“main idea.” 

● Give students the 

opportunity to draw 

out the story first as 

a cartoon strip with 

notes and captions 

and speech 

bubbles for 

dialogue, in their 

own language if 

they prefer, before 

asking them to 

write the story; give 

them the chance to 

tell their story 

before writing it. 
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